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Ribbon Cutting and Dedication at new Center for Mission & Service.



2017
By the Numbers

265
55

493

1,379
9,767

Households Served

Neighborhoods Served

Home Repair Projects
Completed

Volunteers Hosted

Donated Hours From 
Volunteers

$235,775 The Value of Donated 
Time

Thoughts From Homeowners 
and Leaders

“Straight from my heart...I’d like to thank 
you and the wonderful crew who so 
beautifully painted my kitchen and security 
door. May God continue to bless Rippling 
Hope.”

“Rippling Hope and all your volunteers are 
such a blessing to our neighborhood and to 
all of Detroit.”

“I continue to be amazed and thankful that 
your volunteers come to Detroit just to walk 
alongside of us for awhile.”

The look on our little neighbors faces says it all!        
Handmade gifts of love from one of our Canadian    
church partners.

Connecting
Communities

Thanking God daily for the angels he is sending to our 
neighborhood.



Calvary Lutheran Church, Clarkston, MI
First Christian Church, Wilmington, OH
Chester Friends, Wilmington, OH
First Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, OH
Zion United Church of Christ, Burlington, IA
Highland Community Church, Wausau, WI
St. John’s Anglican, Tillsonburg, ON
Messiah Lutheran Church, Fairview Park, OH
Youth Energy Squad, Ecoworks, Detroit, MI
AAA True Value Hardware, Detroit, MI
Arise! Detroit, Detroit, MI
Cowden Lake Christian Church, Coral, MI
First Congregational Church, Rockford, MI
Living Water Ministries, New Era, MI
First United Methodist, Northville, MI
Waynesville United Methodist, Waynesville, NC
First Christian Church, Hoopeston, IL 
Capital Hill Christian Church, Des Moines, IA
Chariton Christian Church, Chariton, IA
St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Bloomington, 
MN 
Christ Church Anglican, Lakeside, ON
Club General Motors, Detroit, MI
Christian Church Disciples of Christ MI Region
GM Global Propulsions Systems
Bob & Carol Stewart Foundation, Ft. Worth, TX
Chevy Chase United Methodist, Chevy Chase, MD
Davis Memorial Christian Church, Taylorville, IL
First Presbyterian Church, Taylorville, IL
Episcopal Diocese, Michigan, MI
Woodridge Christian Church, Wichita, KS
Washtenaw County Solid Waste Program, 
Washtenaw County, MI
United Way, Southeastern Michigan, MI
American Dental Society, Wayne State             
University, Wayne, MI
Congregational Church, Birmingham, MI
Bethany Christian Church, Detroit, MI

Central Woodward Christian Church, Troy, MI
Shelton Memorial Christian Church, Ulysses, KS
Northwood Christian Church, Beaumont, TX
United Christian Church, Yakima, WA
University Christian Church, Ft. Worth, TX
First United Methodist Church, Royal Oak, MI
Pre-Professional Medical Society, Wayne State 
University, Detroit, MI
First Congregational Church, Chelsea, MI
St. Paul’s UCC/DOC, Dearborn Heights, MI
Birwood House, Detroit, MI
Schoolcraft Improvement Association,            
Detroit, MI
Great Lakes Chapter of RCI Inc., Livonia, MI 
Whitcomb Block Club, Detroit, MI
South/Plymouth Community Association, 
Detroit, MI
Northwestern Christian Church, Detroit, MI
Desoto Ellsworth Block Association, Detroit, MI
Forrer St. Block Club Association, Detroit, MI
Grandmont Community Association, Detroit, MI
General Motors Foundation, Detroit, MI
Southport Christian Church, Indianapolis, IN

THANK YOU to all of our Volunteers &
Individuals, Faith Communities, Corporate, Civic, & Service Group Donors for 2017

THANK YOU TO OUR 55 Block Clubs, 
Neighborhood Associations and 
Community Organization Partners!
  
We appreciate our ongoing 
collaborative efforts with City Council 
District 1 & 7 District Managers & 
Councilmen Gabe Leland & James 
Tate!  Also with State Representatives 
Sylvia Santana & Sherry Gay-
Dagnogo.



“Rippling Hope is 
such an inspiration. 
Going there to work 
and help other 
people is an amazing 
opportunity that 
everyone should take 
advantage of.”



Executive Director’s  
Statement
Almost everyday I receive an email, phone call, or multiple 
phone calls a day from someone who tells me that they can 
help our organization “raise more money, tell our story better, 
organize better, have a better and more efficient board, use 
social media more effectively” and so on!

They often send a teaser with a tidbit of information on any 
one of the previous subjects and then tell you that if you 
tune in to this webinar for $295, or call them, and subscribe 
to their service for $xxxx, that your organization will be more 
successful, productive, or efficient. Now please don’t get me 
wrong, I am not suggesting that we know it all, have it all, and 
don’t need much of the assistance that is offered. But as I sit 
here and think about the past and envision the future, I want us 
to celebrate the people and process that are central to Rippling 
Hope!

Rippling Hope was born out of a time of difficult decisions and 
trying times. We were born from much conversation, prayer, 
some tears shed, travel, visioning of what might be, someone 

The future is so bright! Because, as we 
open ourselves to service, we see almost 
every day that these 3 things happen:                     
Connecting Communities…Channeling Hope…
Changing Lives…   

Carl Zerweck III
Rippling Hope
Executive Director

hearing “why not start a rogue ministry instead as a vogue 
ministry”, sleepless nights wondering what might be, and 
always wondering what the good Lord had in mind?!  

And as we begin our eighth year of life and ministry, Rippling 
Hope is about the people, those we are and have been 
privileged to serve with in Detroit and El Paso, those who have 
chosen to serve as a volunteer, and those like Miss Betty who 
said to us recently, “I don’t have much resources, but I can cook 
and bake and I’ll do that for the volunteers.”   

The Founder and Executive Director of Arise Detroit! who chose 
to feature Rippling Hope in their documentary about the hope 
arising in Detroit, said to us the first time we met him 3 years 
ago that as a lifetime and newspaper reporter in Detroit he had 

never heard of Rippling Hope. My reply to him was that we were 
not here to tell about us and pat ourselves on our backs, but 
that we were here because we knew there were neighbors in 
need, and we knew that we had to meet their needs.  

So at the end of every day, we know that we have a lot of 
work to do. But the future is so bright! Because, as we open 
ourselves to service, we see almost every day that these 3 
things happen: Connecting Communities…Channeling Hope…
Changing Lives…   

There are many signs of these 3 core values of Rippling Hope 
throughout this report. There are so many signs of communities 
connecting with one another, hope being born anew, and lives 
being changed. We invite you to join us in this exciting new 
future in however you feel comfortable and called!  We promise 
the reward will be great!



2017 
Highlights and Accomplishments
EXPANDING COMMUNITY GARDEN FEEDING 
VOLUNTEERS & NEIGHBORS

ARISE DETROIT DOCUMENTARY

7 beds planted in 2017, plans for expansion in 2018 and beyond. 
The shelves are full of canned items.

There is a spirit of hope sweep-
ing through the neighborhoods 
of Detroit these days in part 
because of the work for the past 
11 years of ARISE Detroit!  

This past fall they released a 75 
minute documentary captur-
ing that spirit.  Rippling Hope is 
proud to be one of the featured 
neighborhood groups in the film.  
Please visit: arisedetroit.org.

As a way to deepen and strengthen the relationships between 
Rippling Hope and our neighborhood partners this past year 

NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERS COUNCIL

we created a Neighborhood Leaders Council.  The Council is 
comprised of 6-8 neighborhood leaders who meet to provide 
guidance, feedback and other valuable input to the ongoing 
mission and work of Rippling Hope.  One of the significant ini-
tial decisions this group made is to require some type of “sweat 
equity” from each neighborhood group who receives services 
from Rippling Hope.  Examples of this “sweat equity” are: help-
ing with mailings, feeding volunteers, working on neighborhood 
projects, helping with special projects, working at one of our 
buildings.  This group also provides neighborhood partners to 
have another voice in all Rippling Hope’s life and future vision.

In September, 2016 Rippling Hope was blessed to have a 4,200 
sq. ft. former Chase Bank branch location donated to us. Over 
the past year and a half the work of transforming the space has 
been underway when not working on neighbors homes. The 
transformation is almost complete and includes the following:  
1) creation of tool & material storage area; 2) tear out of teller 
area and build 3 offices to be offered for rent; 3) creation & 
furnishing of community gathering/meeting space with seat-
ing at tables for 75; and 4) creation of office suite, conference 
space for Rippling Hope. Local groups are already meeting in 
the building and all rehab work is anticipated to be completed 
Spring, 2018. There are 2 parties from the neighborhood inter-
ested in rental of office space. 

CENTER FOR MISSION & SERVICE



“In partnership with 
neighborhoods, Rippling 
Hope has accomplished 
so much with so little 
and continues to 
redeem Detroit with all 
these volunteer hands 
and feet.”



Financial Statement 
2016/2017
Rippling Hope is currently in the midst of it’s first Capital Campaign. The primary focus of the 
campaign is for renovations, repairs and materials needed for the new Center for Mission & Service 
and Mission House. To date, $23,500 has been raised.

2017 FINANCIAL 
REPORT    

Beginning Balance:   $4,558  
 

  
 

Income:    
 Corporate Contributions: $23,465   
 Individuals & Families: $16,244   
 Faith Communities & Other Non-Profits:   $17,217   
 Capital Funds $17,135   
 Program Support: $24,355   
 Other: $209   

 
In Kind Donations:             ( Value  $6,365) 
 

 
 

 TOTAL INCOME:  (Cash + In Kind)  $109,548  
 

 
 

 
Expenses:   

 
 Program: $57,403   
 Operations: $26,870   
 

   
 TOTAL EXPENSES:    $84,273  

 
   

Ending Balance:   $18,910  
    

 



Ways to Support 
The Mission House serves as the primary 
year round residence for Rippling Hope 
founders and staff, Carl & Robin Zer-
weck.  

In addition, it serves to house long term 
service partners and small volunteer 
groups (6-10 people) throughout the 
year.  The community garden shown ear-
lier in this report fills the backyard. The 
house also provides a place for neigh-
borhood meetings and meals.  

Thanks to funds raised in our Capital 
Campaign, a new roof and driveway 
in addition to several other smaller          
improvements will be made this spring

SUMMER YOUNG ADULT JOB PROGRAMS & PARTNERSHIPS
One of Rippling Hope’s commitments is not only to live and serve 
in Detroit, but also to do whatever we can to provide jobs and job 
training for some youth and young adults.  
To that end we are proud of the three 
programs/partnerships that we were 
engaged in this past summer:

1) Summer Internship Program:  

For the 4th consecutive year we em-
ployed 2 young men who live in the 
neighborhood where Rippling Hope is 
based as Summer Interns. 

One of these young men, D.J. served 
for his fourth year, and is currently a 
student at one of the local community 
colleges majoring in construction man-
agement. 

The other young man, Christopher 
served for his 3rd year, will be graduat-
ing from High School in June and hopes 
to attend college in the Fall. We expect 

them to be back with us this summer!

2) Growing Detroit’s Young Talent:  

For the second year, Rippling Hope 
participated in this program that is 
sponsored by the City of Detroit with 
the goal of providing jobs and job train-
ing to 8,000 young adults during the 
summer.  

We had two of these young adults  
serve with us this summer. One of them 
actually continued with us for several 
weeks after the GDYT Program ended. 

We have already committed to par-
ticipating in this program again this 
summer. 

3) Youth Energy Squad/Ecoworks:  

Youth Energy Squad 
is a summer em-
ployment program 
that is part of Ecow-
orks in Detroit. 

This past summer 
Rippling Hope was 
one of 5 project 
partners with them, 
and we were bless-
ed to have a team of 
12 young adults and 
adult leaders serve 
with us for 6 weeks. 

Other Ways to Serve
• Prayer
• Volunteer: Consider 

serving for a day or a 
week either by yourself, or 
organize a group.

• Donate: Rippling Hope 
is a non-profit ministry 
that is supported by 
donations from individuals 
and volunteers, faith 
communities, corporate 
donations, civic groups, 
and a variety of grants.   
Donations can be made 
through our website:     
www.ripplinghope.org        
or by sending a check to: 
Rippling Hope, P.O. Box 
27499, Detroit, MI, 48227.  

• Use Amazon Smile: Please 
consider connecting with 
Amazon Smile to support 
Rippling Hope by using 
the following link: https://
tinyurl.com/y9p8m8b4

• Connect with us on 
Facebook, search Rippling 
Hope.



Board Of Directors: Officers & Members
Jeff Kerns, President, Des Moines, IA
Debby McGinnis, Secretary, Detroit, MI
Don Fleischmann, Treasurer, Detroit, MI
Bill Kabrich, Past President, Yakima, WA 
Rev. Kelly Gindlesberger, Past Pres. Ulysses, KS
Carole Enwright, Member, Detroit, MI
Lisa Jeffreys, Member, Chelsea, MI
Joe Gwynn, Member, Detroit, MI
Rev. Brice Hughes, Member, Burlington, IA
Dr. Michael Price, Member, St. Petersburg, FL

Contact Us

Vision Statement
The ministry of Rippling Hope enables hope to be reborn in communities and 
neighborhoods through deepening relationships.

PO Box 27499, Detroit, MI 48227

P 313-704-1230

E www.ripplinghope.org
W www.ripplinghope.org Channeling hope one front porch at a time.


